
Bethel United Church of Christ

3rd Sunday in Lent – March 24, 2019
"Embracing Hope - The Journey Continues"
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here

Please use the music of 
the prelude 

to silently prepare 
yourself for 

worship in this 
sacred space



Introit
Here I Am, Lord

Here I am, Lord
Is it I Lord?

I have heard calling in the night
I will go Lord

If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart



Call to Worship - Responsive

One: Thirsty. We are thirsty. 
Our souls thirst for God.   

Many: We are parched with longing for 
wisdom and knowledge. 

One: Hungry. We are hungry. 
Our flesh faints for God.

Many:  We are famished with busyness that 
does not satisfy.

One: Wilting. We are wilting. As in a dry and weary 
land where there is no water.

Many: We are bent low by the cares and 
struggles of the world.



One: The Source of Life flows toward us, calling:
Many: Everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters.
One: Love Incarnate reaches out to us 

every moment, saying:
Many: Everyone who hungers, 

come, delight in this feast.
One: The Spirit moves among us, singing:
Many: Everyone who wilts, 

come, nourish your roots.
One: With all of our yearnings we gather together.
Many: Let us worship God, who satisfies 

our hearts with steadfast love



Unison Invocation
Source of Life, God of root and seed, branch and 
fruit, we thank you for this time to dwell together 
in your life-nourishing presence. We come to this 
sanctuary with our deepest questions and our 
greatest longings to look upon you. As we worship, 
dig deeply into our souls with your wisdom, 
spread compost around our spirits with your grace, 
cultivate our hearts with your justice, so that we 
might bear the fruit of your love in our lives. 
Through our prayer and praise, keep our faith 
forever growing. We ask it in Jesus’ name, Amen.



Gathering Hymn

Be Now My Vision
NCH 451



Be now my Vision, 
O God of my heart;
Nothing surpasses 
the love you impart;
You are my best Thought, 
by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, 
your presence my light.



Be now my Wisdom, 
and be my true Word;
Ever within me 
my soul is assured;
Mother and Father, 
you are both to me;
Now and forever 
your child I will be.



Riches I heed not, 
nor life’s empty praise,
You my Inheritance, 
now and always:
You and you only 
are first in my heart,
Great God, my treasure,
may we never part.



Sovereign of Heaven, 
my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, 
O bright Heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, 
whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, 
O Ruler of all.



Bethel United Church of Christ

Welcome & Greetings!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here



Children’s Time



Gloria
(#759, NCH)

Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



Hebrew Scripture Reading

Isaiah 55:1-9



Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food.

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 
live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David.



See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander for the peoples. 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of  the Lord your God, the Holy One of  Israel, 
for he has glorified you.

Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; 



let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their 
thoughts; 

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.



New Testament Gospel 
Reading
Luke 13:1-9



At that very time there were some present who told him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. He asked them, "Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were 
worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower of  Siloam fell 
on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."



Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted 
in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and 
found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, 
and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 
wasting the soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If  it bears 
fruit next year, well and good; but if  not, you can cut it 
down.'"



Sermon: 

"Embracing Hope –
The Journey 
Continues"

Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann



Responding Hymn

Take My Life, God, Let It Be
NCH # 448



1 Take my life, God, let it be
consecrated faithfully.
Take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my spirit, let it move
at the impulse of your love.
Take my intellect and use
all its powers as you choose.



3 Take my will; your will be done!
Make your will and mine be one.
Take my heart, and by your grace
make of it your dwelling place.

4 Take my love and help it grow;
let my loving overflow.
Take me now, and help me be
part of Christ's community.



Responsive Prayer of Confession 
and Assurance of Grace

All: O God, our God, we seek you; our 
souls thirst for you.  
Sometimes it’s like we haven’t had 
anything to drink for days.  
We are parched.  Yet, we’ve only sipped 
upon Living Water.  We have failed to 
drink deeply of  your wisdom.  
(silence) 



One: Come, all who are thirsty, 
come to the water.  
Drink and have your fill.  
Live with mercy 
and you shall receive mercy.  
God’s well of  steadfast love 
will never run dry.

All: Thanks be to God!



Prayers of the People - Joys and 
Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering



Offertory Music
Sandy Gunn



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Bread of Life, we thank you for all the ways 
you nourish us and for the opportunities we 
have to sustain one another through these 
gifts. We thank you for those who hear and 
respond to the call to lead your people. Use 
these gifts to nourish their roots, that we 
might each take up our parts in the drama 
of redeeming love and work together to 
transform the world. Fed by love and 
hungry for change, we pray. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication



Singing into Mission

There’s a Wideness 
in God’s Mercy

NCH 23



There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there's a kindness in God's justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earthly sorrows
are more felt than than in God's heaven;
there's no place where earthly failings
have such kindly judgment given.



For the love of God is broader
than the measures of our minds;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful,
we would gladly trust God's Word,
and our lives would show thanksgiving
for the goodness of our God.



Unison Benediction
(from each of  us, to each of  us)

We have experienced Gods’ mercy.  
We have been filled by God’s Word.  
We know the steadfastness of  God’s love.  
So, now let the words that go out from our 
mouths and the deeds that are lived by our hands, 
return to this sanctuary, not empty but 
accomplishing God’s purpose, succeeding in the 
things for which God sends us into the world.  
Go in the name of  Christ! Amen



Carillon Postlude 
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