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Church of Christ

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here
July 21, 2019–
6th Sunday of Pentecost

What Comes First?

Please use the music of the prelude 
to quietly prepare yourself for 
worship in this sacred space.



Call to Worship - Responsive

L: We gather this day from a week filled with 
needs and demands
P: We come to find rest and renewal of our 
spirits.

L: Open your hearts in love to hear the voice 
of God.
P: We want to quietly rest in God’s presence, 
free from the clamor of the world.

L: This is the day that the Lord has made.
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. AMEN.



INVOCATION



Gathering  Hymn

The Church's One Foundation
NCH #386



The church’s one foundation 
is Jesus Christ our Lord;
we are Christ's new creation 
by water and the word;
From heaven Christ came 
and sought us in love to set us free;
with precious blood 
Christ bought us for all eternity



Elect from every nation, 
yet one o’er all the earth,
one charter of salvation, 
one God, one faith, one birth,
One name together blessing, 
one holy food we share,
to one hope we are pressing, 
at one in work and prayer.



'Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of our war,
we wait the consummation 
of peace forevermore,
Till with the vision glorious, 
our longing eyes are blessed,
and the great church 
victorious 
shall be the church at rest.



Yet we on earth have union 
with God, the Three-in-One,
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy! 
God, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, 
may live eternally. 



Passing the Peace



Bethel United Church of Christ

Welcome & Greetings!
No matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome here



Children’s Time



Gloria
(#759, NCH)

Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



Hebrew Scripture Reading
Amos 8:1-12

Donna Saxton



This is what the Lord GOD showed me - a basket 
of  summer fruit.

He said, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A 
basket of  summer fruit." Then the LORD said to 
me, The end has come upon my people Israel; I 
will never again pass them by. The songs of  the 
temple shall become wailings in that day," says the 
Lord GOD; "the dead bodies shall be many, cast 
out in every place. Be silent!"



Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and 
bring to ruin the poor of  the land, saying, 
"When will the new moon be over so that we 
may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we 
may offer wheat for sale? We will make the 
ephah small and the shekel great, and practice 
deceit with false balances, buying the poor for 
silver and the needy for a pair of  sandals, and 
selling the sweepings of  the wheat."



The LORD has sworn by the pride of  Jacob: Surely 
I will never forget any of  their deeds. Shall not the 
land tremble on this account, and everyone mourn 
who lives in it, and all of  it rise like the Nile, and be 
tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of  Egypt?
On that day, says the Lord GOD, I will make the 
sun go down at noon, and darken the earth in broad 
daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and 
all your songs into lamentation; I will bring 
sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on every head; I 
will make it like the mourning for an only son, and 
the end of  it like a bitter day.



The time is surely coming, says the Lord 
GOD, when I will send a famine on the land; 
not a famine of  bread, or a thirst for water, 
but of  hearing the words of  the LORD. 
They shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
north to east; they shall run to and fro, 
seeking the word of  the LORD, but they 
shall not find it. 



Gospel Reading

Luke 10:38-42
Dr. Mann



Now as they went on their way, he entered a 
certain village, where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and 
listened to what he was saying. But Martha 
was distracted by her many tasks; so she came 
to him and asked, "Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me to do all the work by 
myself ? Tell her then to help me."

. 



But the Lord answered her, 
"Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and distracted by many things; there 
is need of  only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will 
not be taken away from her."

. 



“What Comes First?”
Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann



Responding Hymn

Jesus - The Very Thought to Me 
(Vs 1 - 3) 
NCH 507



Jesus - the very 
thought to me
with sweetness 
fills my breast;
But sweeter far 
your face to see,
and in your presence rest.



No voice can sing, 
no heart can frame,
nor can the memory find
A sweeter sound 
than your blessed name,
Savior of human-kind.



O hope of every 
contrite heart,
O joy of all the meek,
How kind you are 
to those apart,
how good to those who seek!



Unison Prayer of Confession
Patient Lord, we schedule our lives down to the 
very second. We crowd in as much activity as we 
can and then wonder why we are so stressed out 
and tired. We are afraid to miss out on anything. 
And when it comes time to be with others we 
spend our time worrying about details rather 
than longing for the visit. Forgive us when we get 
so caught up in the details and miss the 
opportunity to sit at your feet, learning, listening, 
growing in our faith. 



Help us to place ourselves in your care. 
Slow us down, just a bit, so that we can 
see the wonders you have placed before 
us and truly enjoy and share the 
blessings you have given to us. For we 
ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.



Words of Assurance



Prayers of the People - Joys and 
Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering

The wooden plate is for our regular tithes 
and offerings.

The “Bandana Bucket” is for our 
Children’s Offering, which is used tp help 

with some of  our mission projects
(Pet Food Bank, 5th Friday Desserts, etc.)



Music for Offering
Sandy Gunn



Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, we share what we have because 
we wish to serve you with the best we have to 
offer.  
Bless our tithes and offerings that they may 
become a bountiful feast for all who need to be 
filled with good things.  
Open our eyes to see the strangers you call us 
to welcome.  
Empower us to receive them as you do, with 
radically inclusive hospitality.  
May we recognize and delight in the gifts they 
share with us.  Amen.



Singing into Mission

Be Now My Vision
NCH 451



Be now my Vision, 
O God of my heart;
Nothing surpasses 
the love you impart;
You are my best Thought, 
by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, 
your presence my light.



Be now my Wisdom, 
and be my true Word;
Ever within me 
my soul is assured;
Mother and Father, 
you are both to me;
Now and forever 
your child I will be.



Riches I heed not, 
nor life’s empty praise,
You my Inheritance, 
now and always:
You and you only 
are first in my heart,
Great God, my treasure,
may we never part.



Sovereign of heaven, 
my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, 
O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart,
whatever befall,
Still be my vision,
O Ruler of all.



Benediction



Carillon Postlude 
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