
Bethel United Church of Christ

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here

Welcome 
please use the music 

of the prelude to 
quietly prepare 

yourself for worship 
in this sacred space

Easter Sunday - April 21, 2019



Call to Resurrection – Responsive

One: Jesus walked the earth with God’s 
message of peace, blessing all creation:
Many: Abundant life for all!

One: Jesus preached God’s love -- justice for 
the poor, full sharing of earth’s bounty; He 
rattled the authorities with
Many: Hope and healing; forgiveness and 
welcome! 



One: Worldly powers tried to stop him: 
led him to a tree and crucified him; 
laid him in the earth: a garden tomb. 
Three days in the earth, and then,
Many: Like the seed which dies to live, 
so Jesus arose to new life!

One: And so let us celebrate the risen Christ, 
alive in our midst even today.
Many: May we be hands and feet, 
hearts and minds of that risen Christ, 
proclaiming the good news of abundant 
life for all.



Opening Prayer
(Unison)

This is the day you have made, 
O Holy One, and we rejoice!

Come.  Let the world know you dwell with us.
Stir our souls with love and hope,

And let our feet dance for joy on your good earth. 
Open our eyes to the hopes and needs of this planet, 

and all who share its life.
Embolden our hearts to works of justice 

in your name. Be present to us.  
Empower us with your resurrection life.

Let the world know, through our lives, that:



Easter Acclamation

One: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Many: Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia!



Gathering Hymn
Christ the Lord is Risen Today #245, NCH



Christ the Lord is risen today, 
Alleluia
Mortal tongues and angels say: 
Alleluia
Raise your joys and triumphs high, 
Alleluia
Sing, glad heavens, and earth reply: 
Alleluia



Let the Victor’s people sing, 
Alleluia
Where, O death is now your sting? 
Alleluia
Dying once, Christ lives to save, 
Alleluia
Where your victory, O grave? 
Alleluia



Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Alleluia
Fought the fight, the battle won. 
Alleluia
Death in vain forbids Christ rise, 
Alleluia
God has opened paradise, 
Alleluia



Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Alleluia
Following our exalted Head, 
Alleluia
Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, 
Alleluia
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, 
Alleluia



Passing the Peace



Bethel United Church of Christ
Welcome, Greetings and Key 

Announcements!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here



Special Music

Ride on, King Jesus
Arr. By William Cutter

Debbie Dey



Children’s Time





Gloria (#759, NCH)
Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



Prayer for Illumination
Risen One,
with Mary Magdalene,
help us recognize you this day
as we hear your word and feast together.
You are “Rabboni,” our Teacher, our Guide.
Come speak to us,
that we might be messengers of your love
and doers of your word. Amen.



Scripture Reading

Isaiah 65:17-25
(Donna Saxton) 



For I am about to create new heavens
and a new earth;

the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.

But be glad and rejoice forever
in what I am creating;

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
and its people as a delight.
I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and delight in my people;



no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
or the cry of distress.

No more shall there be in it an infant
that lives but a few days,

or an old person
who does not live out a lifetime;

for one who dies at a hundred years
will be considered a youth,

and one who falls short of a hundred
will be considered accursed. 



They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit;

they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree

shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy

the work of their hands.
They shall not labor in vain,
or bear children for calamity;



for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord —
and their descendants as well.
Before they call I will answer,

while they are yet speaking I will hear.
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,

the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent—its food shall be dust!

They shall not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.



Scripture Reading

Acts 10: 34 - 43
(Virginia Shannon)



Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 

Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that 

he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 



They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 

were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge 
of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name."



Gospel Reading
John 20: 1 - 18



Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him." 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, 

but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 



Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; for as yet they did not understand 

the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
Then the disciples returned to their homes.



But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 

Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why 
are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him." When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you looking for?"



Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away." 
Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to 

him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 

go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; 
and she told them that he had said these things to 

her.



Sermon: 
““Seeing and 
Believing and 
Telling" 
Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann





Responding Hymn
The Day of Resurrection #245, NCH



The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad;
the Passover of gladness,
the Passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
from earth unto the sky,
our Christ has brought us over
with hymns of victory.



Our hearts be pure from evil,
that we may see aright
the Christ who reigns eternal
in resurrection light;
We listen for the teachings
once heard so calm and plain,
for we, too, want to follow
and raise the victor strain.



Now let the heavens be joyful,
let earth its song begin,
the whole world keep high triumph,
and all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen
their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ again has risen,
our joy that has no end.



Reception of New Members 
with Baptism 

Invitation
Congregation (when prompted): 

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all 
were made to drink of  one Spirit” 

Words of  Jesus and explanation of  the 
sacrament 



Congregation (when prompted): 
This is the water of  baptism. Out of  this water 
we rise with new life, forgiven of  sin and one in 
Christ, members of  Christ’s body.

Words of  Jesus
Questions of  the Candidates
Congregation’s Promise of  support (when 
prompted): We will
Congregation’s Promise of  support (when 
prompted): “We promise, with the help of  God”



*Affirmation of  Faith 
(congregation responds as directed)

Prayers of  the Congregation
Pastor: Christ be with you

People: And also with you
Pastor: Let us pray together



Unison Prayer:
Almighty God, who in baptism received these 

your servants into the church, forgave their sins, 
and promised them eternal life, increase in them 

the gifts of  your Holy Spirit. Grant love for 
others, joy in serving you, peace in 

disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness 
toward all people, goodness in evil times, 

faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in the face 
of  opposition, self-control in all things. Thereby 
strengthen them for their ministry in the world; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.



Sacrament of  Baptism
Pouring of  water and prayer …
“in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and 
of  the Holy  Spirit.”
People (when prompted): AMEN



Address
Question about Participation
Welcome and Reception

PASTOR: Let us, the members of  Bethel Congregational 
Church UCC, express our welcome and affirm our 
mutual ministry in Christ.

PEOPLE: We welcome you with joy in the 
common life of  this church. We promise you our 
friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and 
labors of  the church of  Jesus Christ. By the power 
of  the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow 
together in God’s knowledge and love and be 
witnesses of  our risen Savior.



Greeting of  Christian Love 
(Pastor and Church Leaders)

In the name of  Jesus Christ, and on behalf  of  
Bethel United Church of  Christ, we extend to you 

the hand of  Christian love.

Prayer 

Benediction



Prayers of the People - Joys and 
Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Prayer of Saint Francis
Make me, O Lord, 

an instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, may I bring love.

Where there is wrong, 
may I bring the spirit of forgiveness.

Where there is error, may I bring truth.
Where there is despair, may I bring hope.
Where there is sadness, may I bring joy.



Grant, Lord, that I may seek to comfort 
rather than to be comforted;
To understand rather than 

to be understood;
To love rather than to be loved.

For it is by giving that one receives.
It is by self-forgetting that one finds.
It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.

It is by dying to self that one awakens to 
eternal life.  Amen



Holy Communion



Invitation to Communion

Communion Prayer (Unison)
Jesus our Host,
we yearn for your Communion;
we yearn for the hope of new life;
we yearn to meet you here.
And yet, despite your invitation,
we find ourselves stumbling on our way.
Forgive us.
Hear now in silence the confessions of your people.
(Silence)



Words of Assurance (Responsive)
L: Hear the good news!
“All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name!”
In the name of the risen Christ, you are 
forgiven!

P: In the name of the risen Christ,
you are forgiven! Glory to God!
Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

May the God of wondrous deeds be with you!
And also with you!
Let us give thanks to our God.
We lift our whole hearts to God, holding 
nothing back.
Join in praising God, 
who is merciful and gracious.
In the company of our friends and fellow 
followers, we rejoice in the one who is our God.



PREFACE
(Pastor… “And so we raise our voices in 
praise”…)

SANCTUS (SANTO, SANTO, SANTO)  NCH #793
¡Santo, santo, santo! 
¡Mi corazón te adora!
Mi Corazón te sabe decir: 
santo eres Dios.

Holy, holy, holy, 
My heart, my heart adores you!
My heart is glad to say the words: 
You are holy, God.



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
(Pastoral)…. And so, on this day of 
resurrection, we raise our voices to proclaim 
this timeless truth:

PROCLAMATION (Unison)
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen!
Christ will come again!



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen



PREPARING THE BREAD & CUP
(Responsive)

The bread that we break is a sharing 
in the body of Christ

We who are many are one body, 
for we all share the same loaf.
The cup for which we give thanks 
is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

The cup that we drink is our participation 
in the blood of Christ .



INVITATION
“…Come for the table is ready…”
DISTRIBUTION



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
We give thanks, loving God, that you have 

refreshed us at your table. Strengthen our faith; 
increase our love for one another. 

We give thanks, O God,
That you have poured out your Holy Spirit on us, 
your people, and on these gifts of bread and cup.

Make us lovers and tellers of your word.
Make us healers and bestowers of your grace.

And make us one body in Jesus Christ. As we have 
been fed by the seed that became grain, and then 
became bread, may we go out into the world to 
plant seeds of justice, transformation, and hope. 

Amen



Supporting God’s Mission
(Invitation to Offering – Unison Prayer)

When you’re not sure 
what to believe, 

When you cannot fully believe 
what you have seen,

God appears.
Let us reach out to our God.

Let us open our hearts.
Let us give our gifts

Amen



Offertory

Offertory Music
Ensemble



Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Prayer of Dedication

Risen Christ, Bless these gifts, 
along with our very lives. 
May gifts and givers alike 

be dedicated to your work of love, 
hope, justice, and peace. Amen.



Singing into Mission
Amazing Grace #547, NCH



Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught 
my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!



Through many dangers, 
toils, and snares,
I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

My God has promised good to me,
whose word my hope secures;
God will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.



When we've been there 
ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days 
to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.



Benediction, Blessing, Commission
(Responsive)

L: Do not look for the risen Jesus only here, 
in the confines of this church building. 

P: We will seek the risen Jesus 
on the roads 

and in the streets, 
in all the pathways and byways of our lives. 

L: Do not seek comfort in the familiar, 
but dare to risk the unfamiliar  
P: We know that Resurrection 

makes all things new! 



L:Do not cling to all the old, expected notions 
about God, Jesus, Spirit, but go forth and 

celebrate this truly new Good News:
P: Because Christ lives, new possibilities are 

ever before us! 
L: Christ is Risen Indeed! 
All: Alleluia and amen!



Postlude
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