
Bethel United Church of Christ

May 19, 2019 – Fifth  Sunday of Easter
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here

Welcome 
please use the music 

of the prelude to 
quietly prepare 

yourself for worship 
in this sacred space

“Breaking Boundaries”



Gathering Hymn

Gift of Love



Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift of all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.



Come, Spirit, come, 
our hearts control,
our spirits long 
to be made whole.
Let inward love 
guide every deed;
by this we worship, 
and are freed.



Call to Worship - Responsive

L: How wondrous! A new heaven and 
a new earth!
P: The old, bruised and angered, 
fearful and alienated, will pass away
L: In its place God will offer new 
hope and peace
P: God will dwell with God’s people 
forevermore.



L: Worship the Lord who is 
about to do a new thing.
P: Praise God who establishes 
God’s reign in the heart of 
God’s people. AMEN.



Invocation



Passing the Peace



Welcome, Greetings and Key 
Announcements!

(Be sure to check your bulletin for special announcements –
and KEEP it as a reference)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.



Children’s Time

Tiempo de los niños



Gloria (#759, NCH)
Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



New Testament Reading

Acts 11: 1-18
Donna Saxton



Now the apostles and the believers who were in 
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted 
the word of  God. So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 
saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men 
and eat with them?" Then Peter began to explain 
it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city 
of  Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. 
There was something like a large sheet coming 
down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me. 



As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of  prey, reptiles, and birds of  
the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, 'Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.' But I replied, 'By no 
means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.' But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, 'What 
God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.' This happened three times; then 
everything was pulled up again to heaven. 



At that very moment three men, sent to me 
from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we 
were. The Spirit told me to go with them and 
not to make a distinction between them and 
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man's house. He told us 
how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring 
Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.' 



And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. And I remembered the word of  the 
Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.' If  then God gave them the same gift 
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?" When they heard this, they were 
silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life."



Gospel Reading

John 13:31-35
Dr. Mann



When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son 
of  Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. If  God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself  and will 
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am 
going, you cannot come.' I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as 
I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if  you have love for one another."



Sermon: 
“Breaking Boundaries”
Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann



Responding Hymn

Help Us Accept Each Other
NCH #388



Help us accept each other
as Christ accepted us;
teach us as sister, brother,
each person to embrace.
Be present, God, among us,
and bring us to believe
we are ourselves accepted
and meant to love and live.



Teach us, O Lord, your lessons,
as in our daily life
we struggle to be human
and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people,
for all, not just for some,
to love them as we find them,
or as they may become.



Let your acceptance change us,
so that we may be moved
in living situations
to do the truth in love;
To practice your acceptance,
until we know by heart
the table of forgiveness
and laughter's healing art.



God, for today's encounters
with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance,
for righteousness and bread,
Bring us new eyes for seeing,
new hands for holding on:
renew us with your Spirit;
God! Free us, make us one!



Prayer of Confession
(Unison)



Loving God,
we are often upset
by people who are not like us—
those who think differently,
those who act differently,
those who speak differently.
Our parched hearts are thirsty for your love.
Our dry spirits are thirsty for your waters of 
life. Pour your love over us and transform 
us, that we may embrace all people as your 
own. Amen.



Words of Assurance



Prayers of the People  
Joys and Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering
(Unison Prayer)

God has given us the gift of faith. 
Through this gift we see all people 

as God’s children. 
Respond to God’s generous love, 

that we may love one another 
as God has loved us. 
Let us share this love 

as we bring our tithes and offerings.



Offertory

Offertory Music
Blowin’ in the Wind

(by Bob Dylan)

…join in the singing if you wish…



How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?
How many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, 'n' how many times must the cannon 
balls fly, Before they're forever banned?
The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the 
wind, The answer is blowin' in the wind



Yes, 'n' how many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky?
Yes, 'n' how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, 'n' how many deaths will it take till he 
knows that too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the 
wind, the answer is blowin' in the wind



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Loving God,
you have given us the task

to love one another.
May the gifts we offer

bring love and life to others.
May the love we share
bring hope to a world

that has forgotten how to love. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication



Singing into Mission

They’ll Know We are Christians 
by Our Love

(We are One in the Spirit)



We are one in the Spirit, 
we are one in the Lord,  
We are one in the Spirit, 
we are one in the Lord,

And we pray that all unity 
may one day be restored:



And they'll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love,

Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
by our love



We will walk with each other,
we will walk hand in hand

We will walk with each other,
we will walk hand in hand

And together we'll spread the 
news that God is in our land:



And they'll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love,

Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
by our love



We will work with each other, 
we will work side by side

We will work with each other, 
we will work side by side

And we'll guard 
each one's dignity and save 

each one's pride:



And they'll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love,

Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
by our love



All Praise to our Creator from 
whom all things come,

And all praise to Christ Jesus 
God’s only Son, 

And all praise to the Spirit 
who makes us all one:



And they'll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love,

Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
by our love



Benediction – Responsive

L: Jesus gave a new 
commandment:
to love one another.

P: Because Jesus loves us,
we should love one another.

L: Go forth to serve.
Go forth to love.

P: We go with God’s love and 
blessing.



Postlude 
Carillon
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