
Bethel United Church of Christ

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here

August 18, 2019
10th Sunday of Pentecost

“The Song of the 
Vineyard” 

Please use the music of the prelude to quietly 
prepare yourself for worship in this sacred 
space.



Call to Worship – Responsive

Leader: God of the ages, we sing your praises
in the vineyards of our lives.

People: Tend the garden of our love.

Leader: Where we have become ragged and 
wild, prune us in the way we should 
grow.

People: Nurture the soil of our hope.



Leader: Let your hand be upon us, leading 
us to Jesus,

People: the perfecter of our faith.

Leader: Heal the roots of our faith.
Bring us rain in drought, shade in 
scorching heat,
and protection in the wilderness.

People: Protect the growth of our spirit. Amen.



INVOCATION



Gathering Hymn

In the Midst of New Dimensions
NCH #391



In the midst of new dimensions,
in the face of changing ways.
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples
wandering in their separate ways?
God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey 
now and ever, now and ever, 
now and ever more.



Through the flood of starving people,
warring factions and despair,
Who will lift the olive branches?
Who will light the flame of care? 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey 
now and ever, now and ever, 
now and ever more.



As we stand a world divided
by our own self seeking schemes,
Grant that we, your global village
might envision wider dreams 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey 
now and ever, now and ever, 
now and ever more.



We are man and we are woman,
all persuasions, old and young,
Each a gift in your creation,
each a love song to be sung. 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey 
now and ever, now and ever, 
now and ever more.



Should the threats of dire predictions
cause us to withdraw in pain,
May your blazing phoenix spirit,
resurrect the church again. 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey 
now and ever, now and ever, 
now and ever more.



Passing the Peace



Bethel United Church of Christ

Welcome & Greetings!
No matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome here



Special Music

Revelation Song

Deanna Morrison



Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Holy, holy is He
Sing a new song to Him who sits on
Heaven's mercy seat

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty
Who was and is and is to come
With all creation I sing praise 
to the King of kings
You are my everything and I will adore You



Clothed in rainbows of living color
Flashes of lighting rolls of thunder
Blessing and honor strength 
and glory and power be
To You the only wise King

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty
Who was and is and is to come
With all creation I sing praise 
to the King of kings
You are my everything and I will adore You



Filled with wonder awestruck wonder
At the mention of Your name
Jesus Your name is power, 
breath and living water
Such a marvelous mystery

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty
Who was and is and is to come
With all creation I sing praise 
to the King of kings
You are my everything and I will adore You, 
I will adore You



Children’s Time



Gloria
(#759, NCH)

Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



Hebrew Scripture Reading
Isaiah 5:1-7



Let me sing for my beloved my love-song 
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and 
cleared it of  stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of  it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to 
yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, 
inhabitants of  Jerusalem and people of  Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. What more 
was there to do for my vineyard that I have not 
done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 



And now I will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 
devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall 
be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall 
not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon 
it.
For the vineyard of  the LORD of  hosts is the 
house of  Israel, and the people of  Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw 
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!



Epistle Reading

Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2



By faith the people passed through the Red 
Sea as if  it were dry land, but when the 
Egyptians attempted to do so they were 
drowned. By faith the walls of  Jericho fell 
after they had been encircled for seven days. 
By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, because she 
had received the spies in peace. And what 
more should I say? 

. 



For time would fail me to tell of  Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of  David and 
Samuel and the prophets - who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, 
obtained promises, shut the mouths of  lions, 
quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of  the 
sword, won strength out of  weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

. 



Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, 
in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains 
and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, 
they were sawn in two, they were killed by the 
sword; they went about in skins of  sheep and 
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented - of  
whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in 
caves and holes in the ground.

. 



Yet all these, though they were commended for their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God 
had provided something better so that they would 
not, apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of  witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of  our faith, who for the sake 
of  the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 
right hand of  the throne of  God.

. 



Gospel Reading

Luke 12:49-56
Dr. Mann



"I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish 
it were already kindled! I have a baptism with 
which to be baptized, and what stress I am under 
until it is completed! Do you think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, 
but rather division! From now on five in one 
household will be divided, three against two and 
two against three; they will be divided: father 
against son and son against father, mother 
against daughter and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

. 



He also said to the crowds, "When you see 
a cloud rising in the west, you immediately 
say, 'It is going to rain'; and so it happens. 
And when you see the south wind blowing, 
you say, 'There will be scorching heat'; and 
it happens. You hypocrites! You know how 
to interpret the appearance of  earth and 
sky, but why do you not know how to 
interpret the present time?“ 

. 



"The Song of the Vineyard"
Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann



Responding Hymn

Wounded World that Cries for 
Healing



Wounded world that cries for healing -
here we hold each other's pain,
wounded systems,
bruised and bleeding bear the load,
the scars of strain;
dollars ration out compassion,
hard decisions rule the day,
Jesus of the healing Spirit,
free us to another way!



Through our nation's spent frustration,
through the corridors of stress
may there move a kindlier wisdom
all my feel,
and all may bless;
tax and tithe are for a purpose
shared to shield the poor and weak;
past the symptoms of our sickness
let the voice of justice speak.



Honor those whose loving spirit
nurses hope, restores and heals,
towel and basin used in service
like the Christ who comes and kneels;
in the tending,
in the mending
may we see the right and fair,
in our common quest for wholeness
heal each other by our care.



Unison Prayer of Confession
Divine God, 

we try to grow happily, patiently, and faithfully
in the soil you have prepared for us.

You feed us, shelter us,
and provide for our daily needs.
Yet, we often fail to offer you

the fruit of  our harvest.
We act as though we were abandoned children,

trying to make it on our own.



We feel forsaken, attacked by wild boars,
cut down by our enemies, and neglected

in the wilderness of  our lives.
Yet, through it all,

you remain faithful.
Renew our lives once more,

and we will call your name on high.



Words of Assurance



Prayers of the People - Joys and 
Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering

The wooden plate is for our regular tithes 
and offerings.

The “Bandana Bucket” is for our 
Children’s Offering, which is used tp help 

with some of  our mission projects
(Pet Food Bank, 5th Friday Desserts, etc.)



Music for Offering
Sandy Gunn



Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Prayer of Dedication
Loving Gardener,
we offer ourselves into your nurturing hands.
Receive the devotions of our labors,
the fruits of our vines,
and all that we are and know,
that we may make a difference:
in our homes, in our communities,
and in our world.
Receive these sacrifices,
as a pledge to live our beliefs,
through Jesus Christ,
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.



Singing into Mission

Guide My Feet
NCH #497



Guide my feet while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
Guide my feet while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
Guide my feet while I run this race,
For I don’t want to run this race in 
vain.



Hold my hand while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
Hold my hand while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
Hold my hand while I run this race,
For I don’t want to run this race in 
vain!



I'm your child while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
I'm your child while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
I'm your child while I run this race,
For I don’t want to run this race in 
vain!



Stand by me while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
Stand by me while I run this race, 
(Yes, my God.)
Stand by me while I run this race,
For I don’t want to run this race in 
vain!



Benediction



Carillon Postlude 
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