
Bethel United 
Church of Christ

July 14, 2019–
5th Sunday of Pentecost

Empowered to Love 
and Speak Truth

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here



Prelude Music
"Gavotte in D“

by J S Bach 
Betsy Lopez, violin & Alan Busteed, piano

Please use the music of the prelude to quietly 
prepare yourself for worship in this sacred space.



Call to Worship - Responsive
Leader: Come, let us celebrate the One 

who calls us to love and speak truth to 
power:

People: No one can stop us from speaking the 
truth.

Leader: We are called to love and defend our 
brothers and sisters who suffer in 
silence:

People: No one can stop us from speaking the 
truth.



Leader:  We must rise up, stand up, and speak 
up for righteousness:

People: No one can stop us from speaking the 
truth.

Leader: Come, let us celebrate together the 
power to love and to speak truth:

People: We are ready to worship our God who 
is still speaking!  
No one can stop us now!



INVOCATION



Gathering  Hymn

We Shall Overcome
NCH #57



We shall overcome, we shall overcome,
we shall overcome some day;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
we shall overcome some day.

We'll go hand in hand, 
we'll go hand in hand,
we'll go hand in hand some day;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
we'll go hand in hand some day



We are not afraid, we are not afraid,
we are not afraid today;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
we are not afraid today.

Our God will see us through, 
our God will see us through,
our God will see us through some day,
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
our God will see us through some day



The truth shall make us free, the truth 
shall make us free,
the truth shall make us free some day;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
the truth shall make us free some day.

We shall live in peace, we shall live in 
peace, we shall live in peace some day;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
we shall live in peace some day.



Passing the Peace



Bethel United Church of Christ

Welcome & Greetings!
No matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome here



Special Music
"Minuet and Trio" in D minor

by W.A. Mozart
Betsy Lopez, violin & Alan Busteed, piano



Children’s Time



Gloria
(#759, NCH)

Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



Epistle Reading
Colossians 1:1-14

Donna Saxton



Paul, an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  God, and 
Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father. In our prayers for you 
we always thank God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for we have heard of  your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of  the love that you have for all the saints, because 
of  the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard 
of  this hope before in the word of  the truth, the 
gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit 
and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing 
fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and 
truly comprehended the grace of  God.



This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved 
fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of  Christ 
on your behalf, and he has made known to us your 
love in the Spirit. For this reason, since the day we 
heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge 
of  God's will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy 
of  the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear 
fruit in every good work and as you grow in the 
knowledge of  God.



May you be made strong with all the strength that 
comes from his glorious power, and may you be 
prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of  the 
saints in the light. He has rescued us from the 
power of  darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of  his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of  sins. 



Gospel Reading

Luke 10:25-37
Dr. Mann



Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 
"Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written 
in the law? What do you read there?"
He answered, "You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And he 
said to him, "You have given the right answer; 
do this, and you will live."

. 



But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
"And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of  robbers, 
who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half  dead. Now by chance a priest 
was going down that road; and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. So 
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side.

. 



But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was moved 
with pity. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 
Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of  him. The next 
day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of  him; and 
when I come back, I will repay you whatever 
more you spend.' 

. 



Which of  these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 
of  the robbers?"

He said, "The one who showed him mercy." 
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

. 



“Empowered to Love and Speak Truth”
Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann



Responding Hymn

Spirit of Jesus, 
If I Love My Neighbor

NCH 590



Spirit of Jesus, 
if I love my neighbor,
out of my knowledge, 
leisure, power or wealth,
Open my mind 
to understand the anger
of helplessness that hates 
my power to help.



And if, when I have 
answered need with kindness,
my neighbor rises, 
wakened from despair,
open my heart to 
hear the cry of justice
that struggles for the 
changes that I fear.



If I am hugging 
safety or possessions,
uncurl my spirit, 
as your love prevails,
to join my neighbors, 
work for liberation,
and find my freedom 
at the mark of nails.



Responsive Prayer of Confession
Leader:  In the lives of  neighbors who suffer 

brokenness and pain:
People: We confess you are still speaking!
Leader:  In the struggle of  the poor whose rights are not 

honored:
People: We confess you are still speaking!
Leader:  In a world crying out for wisdom, love and mercy: 
People: We confess you are still speaking!
Leader:  In a world calling for the blessing of  truth:
People: We confess you are still speaking!  

Bless us to hear!



Leader: Let us confess together:
People: We confess that in our lives we often hide 
behind our work and play, schools and jobs, fun and 
fashion.  
We let ourselves get so busy that we forget the cause 
of  the poor and the suffering. 
We confess we allow the powers of  this world to 
seduce us into selfishness and silence our witness.
Teach us to champion the cause for justice for all, 
strengthen us to love our neighbor 
and speak truth no matter the penalty.  Amen



Assurance of God’s Love 



Prayers of the People - Joys and 
Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering

The wooden plate is for our regular tithes 
and offerings.

The “Bandana Bucket” is for our 
Children’s Offering, which is used tp help 

with some of  our mission projects
(Pet Food Bank, 5th Friday Desserts, etc.)



Music for Offering
Sandy Gunn



Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Prayer of Dedication

O God, we offer these gifts, tithes, and 
offerings for the building of your 
kingdom on earth. 
Bless the gift and the givers.  
Bless all who offer time, talent and 
treasure in your service. 
We offer this prayer in your holy name.    
Amen.



Singing into Mission

Let Justice Flow, like Streams
NCH 588



Let justice flow like streams 
of sparkling water pure,
Enabling growth, refreshing life, 
abundant, cleansing, sure

Let righteousness roll on 
as others’ cares we heed,
An ever-flowing stream of faith 
translated into deed



So may God’s plumb line straight, 
define our measure true,
And justice, right, 
and peace pervade 
this world our whole life through.



Benediction



Carillon Postlude 
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