
Bethel United 
Church of Christ

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here

October 13th , 2019
18th Sunday of Pentecost

Who is "The Other"?

Please use the music of the prelude to 
quietly prepare yourself for worship 
in this sacred space.



Call to Worship – Responsive
L: In the midst of your hectic week you have 
come to worship God.
P: Our lives are pulled in so many directions, 
we seek God’s guidance.
L: Let go of the burdens that weigh you down. 
God will take them.
P: We thank God for the respite we are given.
L: Tune your hearts and voices in praise to 
God.
P: Let our voices bear the joy we feel because 
of God’s love for us. AMEN.



INVOCATION



Gathering Hymn

Christ Is Made the Sure 
Foundation 
NCH 400



Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
Chosen of our God, and precious,
Binding all the Church in one;
Holy Zion's help for ever,
And our confidence alone.



To this temple, where we call you,
Come, O God of Hosts, today!
With your constant, loving kindness
Hear your people as they pray.
Give your fullest benediction:
Grace to follow Christ the Way.



Here renew your servants' vision,
That by faith they may attain
Peace and hope, renewed compassion,
Strength to comfort those in pain,
Tears and grief transformed to gladness
In your everlasting reign.



Passing the Peace



Bethel United Church of Christ

Welcome & Greetings!
No matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome here



Children’s Time



Gloria
(#759, NCH)

Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



Hebrew Scripture Reading

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Virginia Shannon



These are the words of  the letter that the 
prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 
remaining elders among the exiles, and to the 
priests, the prophets, and all the people, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says the 
Lord of  hosts, the God of  Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in 
them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 



Take wives and have sons and daughters; 
take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear 
sons and daughters; multiply there, and do 
not decrease. But seek the welfare of  the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you 
will find your welfare.



Gospel Reading

Luke 17:11-19
Dr. Mann



On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through 
the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he 
entered a village, ten lepers approached him. 
Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw 
them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to 
the priests." And as they went, they were made clean. 
Then one of  them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 

. 



He prostrated himself  at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 
Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made 
clean? But the other nine, where are they? 
Was none of  them found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" Then 
he said to him, "Get up and go on your 
way; your faith has made you well."

. 



Who is "The 
Other"?

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee 
Mann



Responding Hymn

God, Speak to Me, 
That I May Speak 

NCH 531



God, speak to me, that I may speak
in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let me seek
your erring children lost and lone.

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead
some wanderers along life's way;
O feed me so that I may feed
your hungering ones without delay.



O fill me with your fullness, God,
your overflowing love to know;
In glowing word and kindling thought,
your love to tell, your praise to show.

O use me, God, use even me
just as you will, and when, and where
until your blessed face I see,
your rest, your joy, your glory share



Unison Prayer of Confession

Patient Lord, you know how easy it is for 
us to whine and complain bitterly about all 
those things in our lives that are difficult. 
We focus on them as though they were the 
only things that ever happened to us, 
forgetting the many blessings that you have 
given to us and the opportunities you give 
us to serve you. We feel alienated--you call 
us beloved. We feel lost--you seek us. 



We feel broken and battered--your love is a 
healing balm. Forgive us when we forget 
those things. Help us to always look to you 
for our healing and to return thanks to you by 
praise and serving others in your name. For 
we offer this prayer of  confession of  our 
failures and gratitude for your blessings. 
AMEN.



Words of Assurance



Prayers of the People - Joys and 
Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering

The wooden plate is for our regular tithes 
and offerings.

The “Bandana Bucket” is for our 
Children’s Offering, which is used tp help 

with some of  our mission projects
(Pet Food Bank, 5th Friday Desserts, etc.)



Music for Offering



Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



Prayer of Dedication

Accept these gifts as evidence of our 
desire to participate with you in the 

care of your beloved. 

These gifts symbolize our thanksgiving 
for all that you provide. 

Through these gifts 
we praise you, O God.

Amen.



Singing into Mission

Lift Every Voice and Sing
NCH #593



Lift every voice and sing, 
till earth and heaven ring,

ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise, 

high as the listening skies,
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith 
that the harsh past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope 
that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.



Stony the road we trod, 
bitter the chastening rod,

felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, 

have not our weary feet,
come to the place for which our people sighed?

We have come over a way 
that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path 

through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last

where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.



God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears,

God who has brought us thus far on the way;
God, who by your might, 

led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, 

our God, where we met you,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, 

forget you;
Shadowed beneath your hand, 

may we forever stand,
true to our God, true to our native land.



Benediction



Carillon Postlude 
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